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flaughterisinfectious, Jami
Gongmustbeasuper-
spreader. Little more than six
months after opening Hong
. Kong's firstfull-time comedy
club, the TakeOut Comedy Shop,
the Chinese-American funnymanis
taking another gamble: the city’s
first dedicated comedy festival.
What's more remarkable is that,
aside from headline act Paul Ogata.
from Hawaii, the performers are all
local amateurs trained by Gong over
the pastyear.And he’s expectinga
packed house mostnights.
“They're not all gonna be the
“nextJerry Seinfeld, but they all have
talent,” says the shaven-headed,
bespectacled Gong, who runs
training classes for his wannabe
comics. “We’re getting good crowds,
to0. We opened in March and in July
we were sold out every night.”
The club began with English
shows only but started Chinese
nights in June that are gradually
picking up a following, he says.
- The week-long festival, which
runs from tomorrow until
October 27, is being held
“atGong'scosyclubina
SoHo basement after
anopening @mﬁ%
tonight
‘Lan Kwai Fong, one
om th .w<mn$u Sm:%
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forhis  charges. He gotinto the gag

andit’s up to our m:wmm Emmmm.
Comics will be judged on:
originality, audience reactionand
stage presence. “Comedy is 50 per
centtalentand 50 per omnﬂ Wma
work,” hesays. ‘
‘Gong, born and Emma in 2@2
York’s Chinatown, is an inspiration

. mcnmw ng'sh oBmm.ais oonuom
_arein &5 supply, says Gong, but

game inhis second year at university
after friends dared him to compete
ina stand-up comedy contest. He
was hooked instantly and wenton to.
start his own comedy venture in ;
Chinatown, a project aimed as

much atrevitalising the area as -
making people ummmw. In recognition
ofhis social act vism he was given

oao,mna,mgm

! ,mm%m Gong.

torch for 400 metres through
New Yorkin2004.Asa "
comic, he mmmgmm on

Emﬂmn& at mbwoﬁmb mic session,
Chan'’s jokes about showbiz
personalities, juvenile crime and
relationships struck a chord with the
club’s audience. Gong is pumped

_ abouthis potential, as Wm is mvoﬁ all
- his comic tums.

ChrisColeman, a mnommmmoH of

- music composition theory at Baptist
University, took up joke-telling for
fun. “ThesubjectIteachisrather
dry. Students’ minds can wanderif
youdon'tsay moEm?bm to v:bm
Qmm attention back,” he says.

{ wassomuch fun mﬁm e should oy
it,” says Sarah, a student at Sha Tin
College, who'safanofRobin

~ Williams. She jokes about life asa
. teenager. “Issomuch fun,

especially on days when you do mnpm. ,

and make everybody laugh,” she
says. ‘It doesn’t feel as good when
-you do stuff and nobody laughs.”
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respondtoit,
looking for work onr radioorasa
 voice-over artist.

- downwell there,
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" says Sean, who's

Crowds at Em,&&y S?or runs

T six nights a week, vary from a full

house of 90 to alow of two. “That
couple had a private show. How cool
isthat?” says his father. The
Colemans are all competing atthe
festival and are keen to learn from
Ogata, who was once crowned the
funniest Asian-American in the US.
 Ogata, who will headline three
shows, recently won the 32nd
Annual San Francisco International
Comedy Competition thatwas' = .
previously won by comicssuchas. .
Dana Carvey of m&Ei@ZﬁiD%

trade by taking Chan to the US.
“He’sareal talentand couldgo

”.

says Gong:
ility has already




